Bean
Can Phone

You will need two plastic

drinking cups or tin cans, baked

beans ideal, make sure they are empty

and clean with no sharp edges, and a long
piece of string or nylon twine.

Pierce the bottom of the cups with a needle (the tins will
need a skewer and hammer — be careful!).

Thread the string through. Secure the string with a big knot then taping a
loop of it to the inside of the bottom of the cup.To work, the string has to
be pulled tightly between the two cups. You and your mate can take
turns to listen and speak to each other.

You may feel that you can now have a private
conversation, but is your transmission secure?
By tying a third cup/tin to the middle of the
long piece of string, your enemies (or
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www.planet-science.com

If you have enjoyed these science activities you might like to check out...

Magic Box http://www.planet-science.com/wired/magicbox/
Eco Box http://www.planet-science.com/outthere/environ/eco box.html
Spy Box http://www.planet-science.com/outthere/spy/spy_box.html
Sensational Science http://www.planet-science.com/outthere/rss/sensation.html
Ready Steady Science http://www.planet-science.com/outthere/rss/
Primary Science http://www.planet-science.com/outthere/primary/
Parents Pack http://www.planet-science.com/outthere/parents/
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